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PRINCE WILLIAM SOUND  
REGIONAL CITIZENS’ ADVISORY COUNCIL 

MINUTES 
ANNUAL MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

May 4 and 5, 2017 
Valdez, Alaska  

 
Members Present 
Robert Archibald City of Homer 
Amanda Bauer City of Valdez 
Robert Beedle City of Cordova 
Mike Bender City of Whittier 
Melissa Berns (via teleconference) Kodiak Village Mayors Association 
Al Burch (via teleconference) Kodiak Island Borough 
Alisha Chartier City of Seldovia 
Wayne Donaldson  City of Kodiak 
Patience Andersen Faulkner Cordova District Fishermen United 
Luke Hasenbank Alaska State Chamber of Commerce 
Melvin Malchoff Port Graham Corporation 
Thane Miller Prince William Sound Aquaculture Corporation  
Dorothy Moore City of Valdez 
Orson Smith City of Seward 
Roy Totemoff  Tatitlek Corporation & Tatitlek Village IRA Council  
Michael Vigil (via teleconference) Chenega Corporation & Chenega IRA Council 
 
Members Absent 
Mako Haggerty Kenai Peninsula Borough 
Josie Hickel Chugach Alaska Corporation 
Bob Shavelson Oil Spill Regional Environmental Coalition 
 
Ex-Officio Members Present  
Shannon Miller Alaska Dept. of Environmental Conservation 
Steve Weeks Bureau of Land Management 
CDR Joe Lally US Coast Guard MSU Valdez 
Scott Pegau Oil Spill Recovery Institute 
  
Committee Members Present 
John LeClair OSPR Committee 
Cathy Hart IE Committee 
Linda Robinson IE Committee 
Jane Eisemann IE Committee 
Savannah Lewis IE Committee 
Harold Blehm TOEM Committee 
Tom Kuckertz TOEM Committee 
Debasmita Misra SA Committee 
Steve Lewis POVTS Committee 
 
Staff Members Present 
Donna Schantz Executive Director 
Walt Wrede Director of Administration 
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Brooke Taylor  Director of External Communications  
Jennifer Fleming Executive Assistant  
Lisa Matlock Outreach Coordinator 
Gregory Dixon Financial Manager 
Amanda Johnson Project Manager/Webmaster 
Joe Banta Project Manager 
Linda Swiss Project Manager 
Jeremy Robida  Project Manager 
Alan Sorum Project Manager 
Austin Love Project Manager 
Roy Robertson Project Manager 
Nelli Vanderburg Project Manager Assistant 
Shawna Popovici Project Manager Assistant 
Leigh Lubin Administrative Assistant 
 
Others Present  
Scott Hicks  Alyeska Pipeline Service Company 
Andres Morales Alyeska Pipeline Service Company/SERVS 
Mike Day Alyeska Pipeline Service Company/SERVS 
Anil Mathur Alaska Tanker Company 
Mike Meadors Alaska Tanker Company 
Bill Jeffries BP Shipping 
Angelina Fuschetto SeaRiver Maritime 
Monty Morgan  Polar Tankers 
Patrick O’Halloran OSG 
Graham Wood  Alaska Dept. of Environmental Conservation 
Pete LaPella Alaska Dept. of Environmental Conservation 
CDR Mike Franklin USCG 
Brent Lirette Edison Chouest Offshore 
Joe Levesque Levesque Law Group, legal counsel 
John Kotula  Little River Marine Consultants 
Tim Robertson Nuka Research & Planning, LLC 
Roy Jones (via teleconference for Items 4-13 & 4-14)  Legislative Monitor, Washington DC 
Aimee Chauvot (for Item 4-8 only) The Element Agency 
David Taylor (via teleconference for Item 4-8 only) The Element Agency 
Ruth E. Knight Mayor, City of Valdez 
Steve Russell Local citizen 
 
 
Thursday, May 4, 2017 
 
CALL TO ORDER, WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS 
The annual meeting of the Board of Directors of the Prince William Sound Regional 
Citizens’ Advisory Council was held May 4 and 5, 2017, at the Civic Center in 
Valdez, Alaska.  President Amanda Bauer called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m. on 
May 4, 2017.  
 
A roll call was taken.  The following 13 directors were present at the time of the roll 
call, representing a quorum for the conduct of business: Archibald, Bauer, Beedle, 
Bender, Chartier, Donaldson, Faulkner, Hasenbank, Malchoff, Miller, Moore, Smith, 
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and Totemoff. Al Burch and Melissa Berns joined the meeting via teleconference at 
8:50 a.m.  Michael Vigil joined the meeting via teleconference at the lunch recess. 
 
Introductions and directors’ reports followed.   
 
Mayor of Valdez, Ruth Knight, welcomed the Council to the city. 
 
1-0  AGENDA  
President Bauer presented the agenda (green-colored sheet) for approval. 
 
Thane Miller moved to approve the agenda (green-colored sheet). Robert Archibald 
seconded, and the agenda was approved as presented.   
 
4-1  DIRECTOR APPOINTMENTS  
As outlined in the briefing sheet (4-1) in the meeting notebook, the Board took up 
the annual seating of member representatives for those seats expiring at this 
meeting.   
 
Dorothy Moore moved to confirm the appointment of the selected representatives 
for each of the member entities listed for two year terms expiring May 2019, as 
follows: 
 

City of Homer     Robert Archibald 
City of Kodiak     Wayne Donaldson 
City of Seldovia     Alisha Chartier 
City of Seward      Orson Smith 
City of Valdez     Amanda Bauer 
Kenai Peninsula Borough    Mako Haggerty 
Kodiak Village Mayors’ Association  Melissa Berns 
Prince William Sound Aquaculture Corp.  Thane Miller 
Tatitlek Corporation & Tatitlek IRA Council Roy Totemoff     

 
Patience Andersen Faulkner seconded, and the motion passed without objection. 
 
1-1 , 1-2 MINUTES  
Miller moved to approve the minutes of the Regular Board of Directors Meeting of 
January 19-20, 2017, and the minutes of the Special Board of Directors Meeting of 
March 7, 2017.  Faulkner seconded. 
 

Correction to the Minutes of January 19-20, 2017:  
On page 18, under For the Good of the Order, correct “Sen. Dan Stevens’ 
Office” to “Sen. Dan Sullivan’s Office ….”  
 

The minutes of January 19-20, 2017, were approved as corrected. 
The minutes of March 7, 2017, were approved as presented.   

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
(None.) 
 
OPENING COMMENTS – PWSRCAC TECHNICAL COMMITTEES 
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OIL SPILL PREVENTION & RESPONSE COMMITTEE (OSPR) 
Chair John LeClair reported that the committee had met twice since the last Board 
meeting, including an in-person meeting in Anchorage.  The focus of the in-person 
meeting was on the Recovery Optimization Analysis.  The report for Phase One of 
that project was on this agenda and the committee recommended its approval. 
 
LeClair reported that the committee had approved the final report for the Oil Spill 
Surrogates project and this report was also on the agenda for approval by the Board 
at this meeting. 
 
LeClair reported that the committee had approved an exercise report titled 
PWSRCAC Evaluation of the 2016 Tesoro & APSC/SERVS Prince William Sound 
Exercise. 
 
LeClair reported that the third and final phase of the Port Valdez circulation study 
was completed and a final report would be given to the Board at its September 
meeting. 
 
LeClair reported that the committee was closely tracking the ongoing Alyeska 
marine services transition.  Staff was providing the committee with briefings and the 
committee was participating on the project team for this transition process. 
 
LeClair reported that staff and OSPR committee members met with representatives 
from the SERVS contracted fleet on March 10th.  The meeting’s purpose was to check 
in with program participants, as well as report on items of mutual interest like the 
status of the surrogates project and the marine services transition.  Fleet 
representatives noted that the Fishing Vessel Program was generally in a healthy 
position. 
 
LeClair reported that staff provided the committee with updates, including 
information on various projects and the Valdez Marine Terminal (VMT) c-plan 
amendment.  The committee has helped staff develop comments on the amendment, 
and the comments were submitted. 
 
(Al Burch and Melissa Berns joined the meeting via teleconference at approximately 
8:50 a.m. - 15 directors present.) 
 
SCIENTIFIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE (SAC) 
Wayne Donaldson reported for the SA Committee in the absence of chair John 
Kennish.   
 
Donaldson reported that the committee had met three times since the January Board 
meeting.  He stated that this report would be brief as some of the committee’s work 
would be covered during separate agenda items.  Those items were: 

• Approval of LTEMP 2015 Sampling Results report (Project 951).   
This is PWSRCAC’s annual report on the mussel and sediment samples taken 
in Port Valdez looking at the presence of hydrocarbons in the area. 
 

• Approval of Marine Invasive Species Reports by Danielle Verna (Project 952). 
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These are two short reports that help PWSRCAC understand the status of the 
regulatory process relating to ballast water treatment at both the state and 
federal levels and to help PWSRCAC develop comments on these regulatory 
processes. 
 

Donaldson went on to update the Board on the committee’s accomplishments since 
its last report at the January Board meeting, as follows: 
 

• Project 951 – LTEMP:  As approved by the Board at its January 2017 meeting, 
LTEMP contractors Jim Payne and Bill Driskell of Payne Environmental 
Consultants, Inc., worked with Alyeska staff and PWSRCAC Project Manager 
Austin Love to take a winter ballast water effluent sample from the Valdez 
Marine Terminal (VMT). 

 
• Project 952 – Marine Invasive Species:  Staff provided year-end annual reports 

to ADF&G on green crab trapping efforts in Cordova, Valdez and Whittier. 
 

• Project 955 – Dispersants:  The Board approved the contract for development 
of the comprehensive dispersants research database and synthesis at its 
March 8, 2017, Special Board Meeting.  The contract is in place and the 
contractor has begun work.  

 
• Project 959 – Hydrocarbon Toxicity:  At the January 2017 meeting, the Board 

approved an MOU with the Northwest Fisheries Science Center (NOAA 
Fisheries).  The MOU will be for one year with a plan for one additional year in 
next year’s budget.  The proposed scientific research will significantly 
contribute to improving the understanding of population-level impacts of 
acute and latent toxic effects to spawning Pacific herring from 
environmentally relevant, early life-stage exposures to crude oil. 

 
• Project 965 – Coping with Technological Disasters Update:  This winter, a 

project team started meeting and working its way through a review of the 
guidebook “Coping with Technological Disasters” and its accessory 
appendices.  The team anticipates several more meetings and should 
complete its review of the document later this year. 

 
PORT OPERATIONS AND VESSEL TRAFFIC SYSTEMS COMMITTEE (POVTS) 
Steve Lewis reported that the POVTS Committee had been moving forward with 
several ongoing projects.  These included: 
 

• Planning for the May 12-14, 2017, Marine Firefighting Symposium (MFS) in 
Homer. All arrangements were in place. 

 
• Keeping updated on the marine services contract transition information. 

 
• Potential Places of Refuge (PPOR): 

o In February, the committee recommended approval of the final report 
on the PPOR project titled Ship Simulation & Mariner Study of Maritime 
Implications for Tank Vessels Utilizing Potential Places of Refuge. The 
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report was on this meeting’s agenda for Board approval.  Lewis pointed 
out, however, that of the three places of refuge that were analyzed and 
modeled, all had significant problems and the report recommends that 
they not be used as a place of refuge for a stricken tanker.  He noted 
that one recommendation is to continue with a similar analysis on the 
other PPORs that are listed in the c-plan to check their suitability.  

 
• Weather Buoy Demonstration: 

o All permits are in place except for the USCG and FCC permit to operate 
the Automatic Identification System Aid to Navigation.  It is taking 
longer to get this permit because PWSRCAC is the first non-
governmental organization to seek approval for the use of this type of 
equipment. 

o The buoy will be test-deployed in Cordova harbor this summer to 
verify that everything is working properly. 
  

• Mesoscale Weather Modeling: 
o The contractor has been having problems with his research funding, 

but is scheduled to give a presentation to the OSPR Committee at their 
next meeting.   
 

• The committee membership remains active and involved with the marine 
services transition issues. (Since the last Board meeting Lewis had been 
appointed to the committee.)   
 

TERMINAL OPERATIONS AND ENVIRONMENTAL MONITORING COMMITTEE 
(TOEM) 
Chair Harold Blehm reported that since the last Board meeting the TOEM Committee 
had completed its review of the Tank 3 and Tank 5 internal inspection results and 
agreed with the general recommendations made by the tank inspectors, including 
continued maintenance, operation and adjustment of each tank’s cathodic 
protection systems.  He reported that the committee found no issue with the tank-
specific recommendations, i.e., Tank 3 was assigned a 20-year internal inspection 
interval (next inspection 2035); Tank 5 was assigned an 11-year internal inspection 
interval (next inspection 2025); and that special attention should be given to 
monitoring Tank 5’s roof plate thickness.   
 
Blehm reported that the committee continued to review secondary containment liner 
testing results and methods and had researched the feasibility of using an electrical 
leak location testing method at the VMT.  The committee was awaiting a report from 
Golder Associates about testing performed on the liner from Dike Cells 4 and 6 
during the 2016 construction season. 
  
Blehm reported that the committee had reviewed the VMT’s scheduled 2017 
projects.  He noted that Alyeska will spend over $100 million on VMT projects in 
2017.  He also reported that multiple internal piping inspection projects would 
involve work that should directly reduce the risk of an oil spill from the facility. 
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Blehm stated that the committee decided to stop work on the Automatically 
Deployable Boom Technology Project.  He said that the proposals received were too 
costly based on the RFP scope.  The committee was looking at starting the project 
using in-house resources.  He stated that the committee had recommended not to 
continue with the project because the scope was unclear and the topic was more 
related to expertise within the OSPR Committee. 
 
INFORMATION AND EDUCATION COMMITTEE (IEC) 
Chair Cathy Hart reported that the committee’s work involving the following items 
would be covered by separate agenda items at this meeting: 
 

• Item 4-8:  Approval of PR-Branding Audit Report (Project 3620)  
• Item 4-10:  FY2017 Community Outreach Update (Project 3500) 

  
Hart noted that as to the PR-Branding - Project 3620, after the previous day’s budget 
workshop, the decision was made to take the funds budgeted for this phase of the 
project (approximately $100,000) and put it into the contingency fund until the IE 
Committee had a chance to work out some details at its next in-person meeting.   
 
Hart went on to update the Board on the committee’s work in the following areas: 
 

• Project 3410 – Fishing Vessel Program Outreach:  The Council held its Fishing 
Vessel Outreach Event in Cordova on May 1, 2017.  Even though the weather 
was bad, 74 people attended, and it went well. 

 
• Project 3530 – Youth Involvement Program:  The ten youth involvement 

projects funded in FY2017 were described in the Board meeting notebook 
(Section 5, pages 3-4).  Four partners had completed their activities, with 
other projects finishing this spring and summer.  Staff did classroom oil spill 
science outreach in Cordova and Larsen Bay this spring. 

 
• Project 3610 – Presence of BAT Report:  A new committee extranet website 

(www.pwsrcac.net) is scheduled to be launched in approximately two months.  
This will be the site where staff will post committee meeting agendas, 
documents, and other material to support the work of the Council’s 
committees.  It will feature many technological upgrades from the existing 
site. Staff is currently working with a contractor to prepare a draft site and 
will be contacting a few volunteers for assistance in reviewing the site before 
it launches.  Amanda Johnson and Shawna Popovici are the staff members 
assigned to this project. 

  
• Project 3903 – Youth Internship: SAC’s Aquatic Invasive Species Monitor – 

Cordova, Cori Pegau, will gather data and provide education in Cordova 
through September 2017. 

	
Hart reported that the committee had met twice since the last Board Meeting and 
had completed the following: 
 

• Approved the final five Youth Involvement proposals for FY2017; and 
• Recommended approval by the Board of the PR-Branding Audit Report. 
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OPENING COMMENTS AND UPDATES -- PWSRCAC BOARD SUBCOMMITTEES 
 
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE (LAC) 
Committee Chair Dorothy Moore reported that the committee would be seeking new 
and renewed membership at this Board meeting and would like to have five 
members join the committee for FY2018.  She urged Board members to join this 
committee to communicate state and federal issues that can affect both a director’s 
member entity and the Council’s mission.   
 
She reported that Doug Mertz and Roy Jones would give full state and federal 
legislative reports at this meeting later in the agenda (Item 4-4). 
 
Moore reported that the legislative trip to Juneau the week of February 13th was a 
success and the committee is currently monitoring the progress of State HB 177 – 
Aquatic Invasive Species.   
 
She stated that the visit to the congressional delegation in Washington, D.C., the 
week of March 27th left the committee with much to do.  The committee is helping 
staffers in DC with requested amendments to the Federal Vessel Incidental 
Discharge Act (VIDA) bill; the committee is monitoring the changes in EPA funding 
and how that may affect Alaska; and LAC has proposed a resolution supporting the 
Oil Spill Liability Trust Fund (OSLTF) for Board consideration at this meeting (Item 4-
13). 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Treasurer Wayne Donaldson reported that the Finance Committee met once since 
the last Board meeting, on April 10th, and it was a long meeting that focused on the 
following items: 
 

• Review of IRS Form 990 for FY2016. This is the annual form required by tax-
exempt organizations. This item will be brought to the full Board for 
discussion and approval (Item 4-9) at this meeting.  The Finance Committee 
recommends approval. The deadline for submittal to the Internal Revenue 
Service is May 15, 2017.  Donaldson noted that once the Form 990 is filed 
with the IRS the information therein becomes public information.  
 

• Review of third quarter interim financial statements for FY2017.  Financial 
Manager Gregory Dixon would review the budget report with the Board later 
in the agenda (Item 2-2). 

 
• Review of staff’s proposal to increase the total credit limit on PWSRCAC’s 

MasterCards from $48,000 to $60,000.  This proposed action was on the 
Board’s consent agenda (Item 3-3), and the Finance Committee recommended 
its approval. 
 

• Review of the Alyeska contract compliance report for FY2016. This action was 
on the consent agenda (Item 3-6), and the Finance Committee recommended 
the report be accepted.  
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• Review of the Board’s Net Asset Stabilization policy and staff's proposal to 

increase the amount by $50,000 from $350,000 to $400,000.  Donaldson 
reported that the topic had been discussed in detail during the Budget 
Workshop the previous day.  The Finance Committee recommended 
increasing the emergency reserve amount by $50,000.  This action would be 
part of the Board’s adoption of the FY2018 budget. 

 
• Review and discussion of a preliminary version of the FY2018 operating plan 

and budget.  The budget was discussed in detail during the previous day’s 
budget workshop, and the Board would be asked to approve the FY2018 
budget later in this day’s agenda. 

 
• Review of the Board’s action regarding the Executive Director’s compensation.  

The committee concurred with the Board’s action on compensation. 
  
Donaldson pointed out that a new committee would be appointed at this annual 
meeting to serve for the upcoming year. 
 
BOARD GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE (BGC) 
Chair Dorothy Moore said that the BGC would seek new as well as renewed 
membership at this annual meeting.  The committee would like to have at least five 
members join for FY2018.   
 
Moore reported that the committee was currently reviewing the organization’s 
officer position descriptions in the policies and bylaws and was also working on a 
Council Social Media Policy that will be presented to the Board for consideration at 
the September meeting.  She invited those interested in assisting with the 
development of this social media policy to contact Director of Administration Walt 
Wrede for more information.  
 
LONG-RANGE PLANNING COMMITTEE (LRP) 
Chair Cathy Hart reported that the LRP committee had not met since the last Board 
meeting, noting that it meets more in the winter months.  She reported that at the 
budget workshop the previous day the Board had discussed how the LRP guides the 
budgeting process, and she pointed out that the proposed FY2018 budget was on 
this meeting’s agenda for approval.  She stated that the LRP Committee would try to 
hold meetings earlier in the coming year to see if it might improve upon the existing 
planning process.  Noting that a new LRP Committee would be seated at this annual 
meeting, she encouraged everyone to get involved. 
 
ALYESKA/SERVS ACTIVITY REPORTS 
Valdez Marine Terminal Director Scott Hicks prefaced his report with the 
acknowledgement that 2017 would mark the 40th anniversary of the first oil to flow 
through TAPS to the VMT, and to celebrate this milestone there would be a 
community reception on July 27th at the Valdez Civic Center.  He said that Alyeska 
was proud of the 560,000 barrels of North Slope crude currently going through the 
line which is a reversal of the downward trend of more recent years.  He said that 
enhancements on the production side and some supplementation of new wells into 
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the line had increased throughput volume.  He noted, however, that the State of 
Alaska projects throughput could drop to around 300,000 barrels by 2022 and this 
presents challenges to Alyeska to operate the system safely with such low flow. 
 
He announced some personnel changes at the VMT: Weston Bradshaw had been 
appointed Operations Manager; Laura Meadors had moved to Anchorage to the 
Health Safety Division; and there had been some retirement of supervisory 
personnel since the beginning of 2017.  He announced that the TAPS line would be 
shut down for its scheduled 24-hour maintenance on May 6th. 
 
Hicks went on to present the Alyeska/SERVS’ quarterly activity report for the first 
quarter (as of March 31, 2017). 
 
   VMT Operations: 
 
       Safety: (Total 2016) Days away from work cases 0.00 
 Recordable incidents  0.30 
                 (YTD 2017) Days away from work cases 0.00 
 Recordable incidents  0.00 
 
     Environment: (Total 2016) 9.57 gal. Total spill volume (hydraulic oils outside 
 containment) 
 14    Spills 
 

                   (YTD 2017) 0.6 (tsp.) + 319 gal. acid spill. Total spill volume 
 (outside containment) 

 4    Spills 
 
     2017 

• Tankers Loaded 93 
• Tankers Escorted  100  
• Barrels loaded 62,656,626 

 
 Since start up  

• Tankers Loaded  21,994 
• Tankers Escorted  13,272 
• Barrels Loaded  16,822,304,287  

 
 
   SERVS Highlights: 
 

• Marine Transition 
 

• Dry Dock Completions 
o Barge Allison Creek – Seward – March 1 through March 27 
o Fort Liscum – Valdez – May 1 through June 12 
o Barge 450-6 – Ketchikan – June 5 through June 12 

 
• Scheduled UWILD (Underwater Inspection in Lieu of Dry Dock) 
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o Tug Alert – August 1 through August 15 
o Tug Attentive – August 22 through September 5 

 
• Tug Guardsman off hire July 25 

 
    Fishing Vessel Availability by Port (as of 3/31/17): 
 
          Port  Tier 1   Tier 2 
          Valdez    21          24 
          Cordova    31 (8 Rapid Resp.)  167 
          Whittier      7      32 
          Seward          34 
          Homer        60 
          Kodiak              55 
          Totals    67     372 
 
 
2017 Drills, Exercises and Training: 
 

• Open water 450-6 training deployments (Crucial Skimmer)  
 

• IMT training exercises – workshop and tabletop exercise 
 

• VMT equipment deployment exercise of otter rehabilitation module  
 
• Spring Fishing Vessel Training 

 
• SMART protocol training (Special Monitoring of Applied Response 

Technologies) 
 

• Dispersant monitoring deployment exercise 
 

• 2017 VMT IMT exercise with selected equipment deployments 
o May 11- VEOC, VMT and Port Valdez 
o May 12 – Selected tactic demonstrations 

 
SERVS 2017 Look Ahead: 
 

• Contingency Plan Activities 
o VMT Coordination Group Meeting 2Q was held May 2 
o Actively working on the Edison Chouest Offshore (ECO) marine transition 

for both the VMT and SV-140 submittal in May 
  

• PWS Contingency Plan and SV-140  
o PWS C-Plan and SV-140 were approved March 1.  
o ADEC determined “Application Package is Complete” on December 22, 

2016  
o Currently awaiting ADEC’s final determination which is due by February 

14, 2017 
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• VMT Contingency Plan  

o Received RFAI’s for Amendment 2017-1 on April 27. 
o RFAI responses are due June 1. 

 
 VMT 2017 Projects Summary: 
  

• Ballast Water System 
o Z753: Berth 4 and Tank 94 lateral, ballast header inspection 
o W008: Tank 80 modifications 

 
• Berth 4 

o Z721: Crude header support saddle inspections 
o Z743: West Metering crude header to end of Berth 5 and 4 

 
• Power Vapor 

o Z711: Power vapor boiler stack integrity 
 

• Industrial Waste Water System 
o Z744: East Tank Farm piping replacement 
o Catalytically blown asphalt liner  

 
• Below Ground Crude Piping Internal Inspection 

o Z716: Below ground piping inspection 
 

• Facilities  
o W556: Communications buildings (Alyeska and Third Party) 
o Z742: Multiple building roof repairs, Phase 3  
o Z724: Road drainage improvements and paving  
o Dayville Creek culvert replacement 

 
As part of his remarks, Hicks handed around a piece of the catalytically blown 
asphalt liner (CBA) for the Council’s information.  He noted that the cracking in the 
liner seen last year may have been contaminated with a hydrocarbon which could 
have been caused by a diesel spill at the time of construction.  He said that Alyeska 
has no record of it so it is hard to trace.  Hicks also noted that Project Z716 (below 
ground piping inspection) would be the biggest project for Alyeska for this coming 
year. 
 
Recess:  10:20 a.m. – 10:40 a.m. 
 
OPENING COMMENTS - EX OFFICIOS 
 
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT (BLM)   
Steve Weeks was at the table in place of Kevin Kearney and stated he was pleased to 
be able to attend the meeting and hear PWSRCAC’s issues and concerns.  He 
reported that the JPO had moved offices to the Old Valdez Dock Company building 
in Valdez. 
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UNITED STATES COAST GUARD (USCG)  
CDR Lally reported that this would be his last meeting as he would rotate out in 
mid-summer.  He introduced CDR Mike Franklin as his replacement at MSU Valdez. 
 
From the operations perspective, CDR Lally reported that USCG - MSU Valdez had 
recently visited Cordova and completed 50 commercial fishing vessel exams, four 
facility inspections, two passenger vessel COI exams, and container inspections.  
Lally reported that the USCG had also participated in the Otter Hospital exercise, 
and the community response training exercise on March 22-23, which allowed some 
USCG personnel to gain Incident Command System training in positions without the 
pressure of an evaluation.   
 
He reported that the last PWS Subarea Committee meeting was held April 12; the 
next will be September 20 in Cordova in conjunction with the ARRT meeting on 
September 21.  Lally reported that future projects would involve administrative 
updates to the Prince William Sound Subarea Plan and evaluation of input and 
establishment of dispersant use avoidance areas.  He said that the technical 
committee is in the process of working those issues. 
 
As to future training and exercises, Lally stated that there would be a VMT exercise 
on May 1; the Marine Firefighting Symposium on May 12-14 in Homer; the ARRT 
meeting on May 24 in Sitka; a USCG salvage seminar on September 11-15 in 
Anchorage; and the Prince William Sound Shippers exercise (Conoco Phillips/Polar 
Tankers) on October 2-4. 
 
President Bauer thanked CDR Lally for his service to Prince William Sound and 
wished him well for the future. An art print, which would be presented to CDR Lally 
as a gift from the Council, was in the room and everyone was encouraged to add 
their personal farewell wishes and sentiments. 

ALASKA DEPT. OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION (ADEC)   
Shannon Miller announced she had just been appointed to the position of 
Interagency Coordinator within ADEC’s Spill Prevention and Response (SPAR) 
Division.  She expressed appreciation for being able to attend this meeting. 
 
OIL SPILL RECOVERY INSTITUTE (OSRI) 
Scott Pegau thanked John LeClair for his involvement with an OSRI project that 
looks into using dogs to detect oil in the sediments of Prince William Sound. He said 
that they had just finished that the previous day and would be working through the 
final evaluation of how they performed.  He commented that it was interesting to 
watch the dogs and how they work, and interesting to see what modifications might 
be needed if they were used to detect both fresh oil and residual oil. 
 
Pegau reported that OSRI’s largest project currently is evaluation of the product 
called “Oil Spill Eater II” to figure out how it works and how well it works in order to 
inform the spill response community since the product has had a lot of exposure 
recently.  He reported that OSRI was also following the Port Valdez circulation 
study. 
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He said OSRI was looking at next year’s work plan and seeking input on projects to 
see what partnership opportunities might be available for the coming years for 
projects dealing with the impacts of oil spills or the ability to respond.  He 
welcomed ideas and input from PWSRCAC on this at any time. 
 
ALASKA DEPT. OF FISH AND GAME (ADF&G) 
(No report.) 
 
U.S. FOREST SERVICE 
(No report.) 
 
ALASKA DEPT. OF NATURAL RESOURCES (ADNR) 
(No report.) 
 
U.S. DEPT. OF THE INTERIOR (DOI) 
(No report.) 
 
ALASKA DEPT. OF HOMELAND SECURITY AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 
(ADHSEM)  
(No report.) 
 
NATIONAL OCEANIC & ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION (NOAA)   
(No report.)  
 
OPENING COMMENTS: SHIPPERS & OWNER COMPANIES 
 
POLAR TANKERS 
Monty Morgan reported that Polar Tankers had loaded and transported 28 million 
bbls of oil through Prince William Sound since start-up.  No spills or injuries to date.   

Morgan announced that Polar Tankers would be bringing in a foreign-flagged ship, 
the Sydney Spirit, to the VMT around May 11 for a one-time loading for purposes of 
inventory management while the Polar Endeavor is in the shipyard for maintenance.  
Morgan explained that Conoco Phillips’ production is up this year with the 
introduction of new fields on the North Slope, and Conoco did not want to prorate 
its inventory.  The load will probably go to China. He said he had already informed 
PWSRCAC that this one-time loading would be taking place. 
 
Morgan reiterated that Polar Endeavor was in the shipyard in Singapore at that time. 
When she is returned to service, the Polar Adventure will be going into the same 
shipyard in Singapore for full maintenance. 
 
Morgan reported that Polar Tankers had completed its first shipboard management 
system course at AVTEC which was attended by ECO personnel. In addition, Polar 
Tankers had extended an invitation to ECO personnel to ride Polar vessels in Prince 
William Sound during escorts, etc., and to exercise and drill with Polar ships and 
personnel to get all the training that will be required once ECO vessels get to the 
Sound. 
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Morgan reported that Polar Tankers had attended two or three planning meetings 
with the various agencies, as well as PWSRCAC, for the 2017 Prince William Sound 
area exercise which will be held during the first week of October. He said that 
invitations would soon go out all the Prince William Sound communities for 
participation in the Regional Stakeholder Committee, and the appointment of a 
Local On-Scene Coordinator position.  
 
Speaking as the current RPG chairman and having viewed the prevention and 
response system in place in Prince William Sound over many years, Morgan stated 
that he viewed the marine services transition as another improvement in the system, 
with new, state-of-the-art vessels, and that this is good news for Prince William 
Sound and the State of Alaska, and is no diminishment of operations.   
 
Thane Miller asked if any ECO personnel had taken advantage of Polar’s invitation to 
ride along on Polar’s ships.  Morgan stated that as of now they had only been on the 
tugs during a full escort drill; none had been on Polar’s ships, but that was planned 
throughout the coming summer, fall and next year to get a good representation of 
all the weather they may encounter in Prince William Sound.    
 
Miller went on to ask how the information from the previous c-plan Condition of 
Approval No. 8 was being conveyed to ECO to incorporate into their vessels.  Morgan 
said that Polar has modeled the requirements and none of those requirements have 
changed, but the equipment will be new and is being built to meet those 
specifications.  Miller said he was eager to see it, but his responsibility on this 
Council is to keep an eye on it and make sure that the equipment can perform as 
required.  Morgan added that the shippers likewise have a stake in making sure that 
the ECO equipment and personnel are fully capable of performing when they pull 
alongside one of the shippers’ tankers.   
 
Robert Archibald said that in his personal experience it is very important for the 
crews to learn their boat and how the boat will perform, and to practice in a 
controlled situation.  He said he was pleased that Polar was offering that 
opportunity to ECO personnel. 
 
Miller asked Morgan to describe the RPG’s role in planning the training and testing 
for the new vessels and crews, and for the upcoming c-plan amendments.  Morgan 
stated that the training will not change from what is now in place.  ECO will have 
specific training for each class of their own tugs and barges, but as far as Alyeska 
training is concerned it will be what it has always been for the spill response 
equipment and the like.  He added that, like Crowley, ECO will make sure each crew 
member goes through a checklist of training and each will need to demonstrate their 
ability to perform.  As to the c-plan, Morgan stated that the training will not change.  
The Alyeska training component will be the same as it is at the present time, and 
ECO will do the same as Crowley as far as training personnel for specific vessels.   
 
SERVS’ Manager Andres Morales stated that the training is a tiered process of 
regulatory requirements, ECO’s company requirements, and Alyeska/SERVS’ 
requirements specific to Prince William Sound, and that would be covered in 
presentations on the marine services transition later in the agenda.  
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In response to a question from Alisha Chartier about testing and training at closure 
conditions, Morales responded that when testing the new tugs with the tankers, the 
tankers will be laden and the training will be performed in ambient weather in mid-
Sound where there is room to maneuver.  Until the new escorts are qualified, they 
will be out there with the existing Crowley vessels.  He stated that towing drills will 
not be done in worst-case or closure conditions, but performed in weather 
conditions up to the point that it remains safe.  Morales stated that it is 
Alyeska/SERVS’ position that testing in a confined area with uncontrollable 
conditions, like 15 foot seas, is unsafe and is a mistake.  In a follow-up question 
from Chartier about how and when SERVS would be able to determine a crew was 
trained and capable of saving a tanker, Morales stated that SERVS will require a 
demonstrated performance, and ECO will have to show they can meet the 
performance criteria. He emphasized that SERVS will not allow them to be escorts 
until they have demonstrated that they can meet that performance criteria. 
 
SEARIVER MARITIME 
Angelina Fuschetto reported that the Eagle Bay and the Liberty Bay continue to 
operate in Prince William Sound, and that SeaRiver is operating the American 
Progress as well.  She reported that the Eagle Bay and the Liberty Bay have had 
ballast water systems installed and they are up and running, but SeaRiver was 
continuing to work with the manufacturer to improve efficiencies in the system and 
they were still awaiting USCG approval of those systems.   
 
Fuschetto stated that the Liberty Bay was being prepared for its UWILD (under water 
inspection in lieu of dry-dock) inspection and in-tank inspection on the West Coast, 
and SeaRiver is also working with the American Bureau of Shipping (ABS) and the 
USCG employing drones for cargo tank inspections on the Liberty Bay.  They will 
still do a complete in-tank rafting inspection for comparison with the drone data. 
After the inspections, the Liberty Bay will undergo routine maintenance in Portland 
and be back in TAPS service in June.  The Eagle Bay will undergo its UWILD 
inspection in August and it will be similar in scope to that of the Liberty Bay. 

BP SHIPPING 
Bill Jeffries, Marine Affairs Adviser for BP Shipping, pointed out that BP Shipping 
does not operate any ships in Prince William Sound but uses Alaska Tanker 
Company to carry all its crude in Alaska waters.  Jeffries reported that BP Shipping’s 
Chief Executive Officer Susan Deo had met with PWSRCAC’s Donna Schantz, Joe 
Banta and Walt Wrede earlier in the week and she appreciated the opportunity to get 
perspective on PWSRCAC’s issues.  
 
Jeffries also commented that new technologies, such as robots and drones, are 
enhancing BP’s business and maintenance operations.  He noted that it still takes 
synchronization, but makes it a much better system than it used to be.   
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ALASKA TANKER COMPANY (ATC)  
Anil Mathur led ATC’s activity report by thanking CDR Lally for his advice and said 
he would be missed.  He also thanked Executive Director Donna Schantz for 
attending ATC’s safety management systems review the previous week.   
 
Mathur reviewed ATC’s corporate structure, its fleet and operations, its safety and 
environmental statistics to date.  He reported only one lost-time injury in 21 million 
man-hours, and no spills to sea since 2002.  He reported that ATC had carried 1.7 
billion barrels of oil during its time operating in Prince William Sound. 
 
Following the activity report, Mathur showed a power point presentation on 
mindfulness and emotional intelligence and how it relates to awareness and safe 
operations of ATC.  Cathy Hart thanked Mathur and asked if he would make a copy 
of the presentation available to PWSRCAC. 
 
NOMINATIONS AND ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE  
President Bauer opened the floor for nominations for officers and three member-at-
large seats on the Executive Committee. 
 
For the office of Secretary: 
Patience Andersen Faulkner nominated Bob Shavelson. 
 
For the office of Treasurer: 
Patience Andersen Faulkner nominated Wayne Donaldson. 
 
For the office of Vice President: 
Patience Andersen Faulkner nominated Thane Miller. 
 
For the office of President: 
Patience Andersen Faulkner nominated Amanda Bauer. 
 
For Member-at-Large to the Executive Committee: 
Patience Andersen Faulkner nominated Robert Archibald. 
Wayne Donaldson nominated Patience Andersen Faulkner. 
Amanda Bauer nominated Melissa Berns. 
 
Hearing no further nominations, Present Bauer declared nominations closed. 
 
Noting that there were no contested seats and after a brief discussion, the Board 
agreed by consensus that it would break with its tradition of holding the election the 
following day and instead chose to confirm the nominations by acclamation. 
 
Miller moved to seat all those nominated to the respective office or seat to which 
they were nominated.  Beedle and Burch seconded, and the nominees were 
confirmed and elected by unanimous acclamation. 
 
TESORO 
(No report.) 
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Lunch recess:  11:45 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
 
For the Good of the Order 
Recognizing the birth of Alisha Chartier’s baby since the last Board meeting on 
March 11, 2017, and in accordance with the Council’s tradition, a baby “diaper pail” 
box was made available for contributions. 
 
Michael Vigil joined the meeting via teleconference after the lunch recess. (16 
directors present.) 
 
FY2018 BUDGET APPROVAL 
Financial Manager Gregory Dixon introduced the FY2018 budget for approval by the 
Board, noting that the proposed budget had been reviewed at the budget workshop 
the previous day.  One change had resulted from that review, removing the branding 
project (Project 3620) and adding those funds to the contingency fund. 
 
Robert Beedle moved to approve the FY2018 budget as presented in the draft of 
April 19, 2017, with the following change:  Project 3620 – Public Relations and 
Branding Strategy is removed and the amount of $99,331 is added to contingency. 
The total expense budget is $4,030,266, and contingency is $152,216.  The budget 
also includes a transfer of $50,000 to the emergency reserve.  Dorothy Moore 
seconded. 
 
Donna Schantz explained that removing the PR-Branding strategy proposal from the 
budget at this time did not mean that the project is dead.  She stated that the audit 
report Phase 1 would be on the agenda for approval later in the meeting, but that 
some concerns were raised during the budget workshop the previous day on moving 
forward with the next phase of the project.  The direction from the budget 
workshop was that the Board would like the IEC to look at the scope of the proposal 
and the budget and bring something back to the Board, either at special meeting this 
summer or at the September meeting.  She stated that there is strong support for 
branding, and it ranked high in the LRP, but the sequence of the budget prior to 
approving the final report on Phase I simply needed a little more time for discussion 
and review. 
 
The motion to approve the budget as stated was approved without objection. 
 
For the Good of the Order 
Orson Smith suggested that a Board workgroup investigate how the organization 
approaches contracting.  He suggested a single broad announcement once a year 
(similar to SeaGrant’s solicitation and contracting) for specific RFPs. He offered to 
join the LRP Committee or head a small working group to look at this. Beedle asked 
if Smith could put his concept into written form that could be disseminated to the 
Board for consideration.   After a brief discussion, it was agreed that Smith would 
provide the Board with a paper outlining his concept.  Donaldson added that 
perhaps a representative from SeaGrant could attend a future Board meeting and 
explain how its contracting process works.   
 
(Smith provided a one-page outline lay-down at the table before the end of the 
meeting.) 
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CONSENT AGENDA  
Items 3-1 through 3-6 were on the consent agenda.  
Michael Vigil pulled Item 3-6 for consideration and it was placed on the following 
day’s agenda under Item P. 
 
Vigil moved to approve the remaining items on the consent agenda (3-1, 3-2, 3-3, 
3-4, 3-5).  Thane Miller seconded, and the consent agenda was approved as 
amended, as follows: 
 

• 3-1 APPROVAL OF RESOLUTION DESIGNATING PWSRCAC CHECK SIGNERS 
Adoption of the resolution provided by First National Bank Alaska to update 
the list of authorized individuals to conduct financial transactions on 
PWSRCAC’s two accounts. 
 

• 3-2 APPROVAL OF FY2018 CONTINGENCY PLAN CONTRACTOR POOL 
Authorization of individual contracts with Brendan Environmental; E-Tech 
Environmental, Inc.; Harvey Consulting, LLC.; Nuka Research and Planning 
Group, LLC.; Pegasus Environmental Solutions – Alaska for professional 
services with the aggregate total not to exceed the amount approved for 
Project 651 Contingency Plan Review in the final FY2018 budget, and 
delegation of authority to the Executive Director to enter individual contracts 
with the selected consultants. 
 

• 3-3 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING MASTERCARD ACCOUNT AT FIRST 
NATIONAL BANK ALASKA 
Adoption of the resolution provided by First National Bank Alaska (attached 
to Item 3-3) to borrow for business credit, that would include increasing the 
total credit limit to $60,000.  (Noted: This increase only applies to the 
MasterCard credit limit.) 
 

• 3-4 ANNUAL TECHNICAL COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS 
Applicants to the respective PWSRCAC technical committees for two-year 
terms, as follows: 
 
Scientific Advisory Committee (SAC) 

 Roger Green   Renewal 
 John Kennish   Renewal 
 Wei Cheng   Renewal 

The committee consists of nine members, including these renewals. 
 Directors on SAC: Dorothy Moore, Wayne Donaldson. 
 
 Terminal Operations and Environmental Monitoring Committee (TOEM) 
 Harold Blehm  Renewal 
 Mikkel Foltmar  Renewal 
 Steve Goudreau  Renewal 
 Tom Kuckertz  Renewal 
 The committee consists of six members, including these renewals. 
 Directors on TOEM: Amanda Bauer. 
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 Oil Spill Prevention and Response Committee (OSPR) 
 Jim Herbert   Renewal 

John LeClair   Renewal 
 Gordon Scott   Renewal 
 The committee consists of eight members, including these renewals. 
 Directors on OSPR: Robert Beedle, Mike Bender, Alisha Chartier. 
 
 Port Operations and Vessel Traffic Systems (POVTS) 
 Cliff Chambers  Renewal 
 Jeremy Talbott  Renewal 
 Steve Lewis   Renewal 
 The committee consists of eight members, including these renewals. 
 Directors on POVTS: Amanda Bauer, Orson Smith, Robert Archibald. 
 
 Information and Education Committee (IEC) 
 Cathy Hart   Renewal 

Andrea Korbe   Renewal 
Jane Eisemann  Renewal 

 Trent Dodson  Renewal 
 Jamie Acton   Renewal 
 Savannah Lewis  Renewal 
 This committee consists of ten members, including these renewals. 
 Directors on IEC: Patience Andersen Faulkner. 

 
• 3-5 APPROVAL OF LTEMP SAMPLING REPORT AND FY2018 CONTRACT 

FUNDING  
Approval of: 
 

1. Contractor selection and contract negotiation with Payne 
Environmental Consulting Inc. for sampling, training and analytical 
reporting work on mussels and sediments to be performed under 
the Long-Term Environmental Monitoring Project (LTEMP) for 
FY2018 at an amount not to exceed $45,960. 

2. Contractor selection and contract negotiation with NewFields 
Environmental Forensics Practice for analytical laboratory work and 
sample storage to be performed under LTEMP for FY2018 at an 
amount not to exceed $51,592. 

3. Contractor selection and contract negotiation with Oregon State 
University (OSU) for analytical laboratory work on passive sampling 
devices to be performed under LTEMP for FY2018 at an amount not 
to exceed $27,750. (Noted: The work with OSU may need to start in 
June 2017 prior to the start of the FY2018 budget, which may 
require a modification of the FY2017 budget.) 

4. The 2017 LTEMP Report “Long-Term Environmental Monitoring 
Program Final Report: 2015 Sampling Results and Interpretations” 
as approved by SAC at its January 31, 2017 meeting. 

 
ALYESKA/SERVS MARINE SERVICES TRANSITION UPDATE 
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Mike Day, Marine Services Transition Manager for Alyeska/SERVS, updated the Board 
on Alyeska/SERVS’s marine transition project plans, schedule, and milestone 
timelines. The upcoming milestones are: 
 

• May 2017   Contingency plan submittals 
• November 2017  Begin ECO classroom training 
• December 2017  First general purpose tug sea trials 
• January 2018  First escort tug sea trials 
• January 2018  First oil spill recovery barge sea trials 
• February 2018  Barge 500-2 dry-dock 
• February/March 2018 Prince William Sound tug and barge  

    demonstrations 
• April 2018   Barge Mineral Creek dry-dock incorporating 

lightering and nearshore capabilities 
• June 2018   Incorporation of ECO fleet into SERVS operation. 

 
Following the presentation, Day answered questions.  One major area of concern 
raised by the Board was the modeling, testing, training and exercising of the ECO 
equipment and personnel in less than ideal or at closure conditions.  In response to 
a specific question on this issue from Thane Miller, Day reiterated earlier statements 
from Andres Morales earlier that SERVS will not seek closure conditions any more 
than it would seek flat calm conditions; the testing would involve a range of weather 
conditions.  He said that he was not prepared to define what that range would be 
today.  Miller expressed concern that the c-plans were going to be amended with 
basically untried vessels and there did not appear to be any contingency for an 
“insufficient for review” on those c-plans so they will not be able to be approved 
before the vessels arrive in Alaska.  Miller also asked when the ECO captains would 
start working or training with the Fishing Vessel Training Program and whether it 
would be prior to July 2018 when those crews are expected to be fully trained and 
up to speed.  Day stated that ECO has already had some involvement with the 
Fishing Vessel Training Program and will continue to be involved this fall and next 
spring.  When the ECO vessels arrive in February 2018, that will be their time, 
between February and July, to work with the open water task forces and barges and 
take up training with the program. 
 
Dorothy Moore expressed concern about the human element, the learning curve, and 
the fact that ECO personnel will not be familiar with Alaska’s extreme weather and 
conditions.  She offered to be part of any community welcome or orientation 
committee for ECO personnel.  Morales concurred that a welcome to the incoming 
ECO personnel would be good from a community standpoint. 
 
In response to a request for clarification about SERVS’ reluctance to commit to what 
the upper threshold for weather might be for drills, Morales confirmed that SERVS 
would not commit to a threshold and went on to explain that drills are done in 
ambient conditions.  He said the drills are done based on the conditions at the time 
and what the participants agree to.  He said they go out and look at the conditions 
and they agree to do the drill at that time.  If there is a gale warning, they will call it 
ahead of time, but SERVS looks to the people on scene to make the decision.  He said 
they may be a little conservative at the beginning (with ECO) but it’s almost always 
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going to be ambient conditions.  Bauer said she is being asked by the people of 
Valdez and those that she represents on the Council if these new tugs (and crews) 
are going to be able to do what Crowley can do, and she said she is left basically 
saying you must “trust” them, and that is not reassuring.  She added that the new 
tugs are supposed to be bigger and better than those in the system now, but how 
can anyone believe that when there has not been any tank testing, the modeling was 
limited, and it is unlikely the training or drills will be done in any kind of inclement 
weather.  She said it was difficult for her to understand why SERVS will not let its 
crews experience exercising in upper limits weather conditions when that would be 
the safest time to experience those conditions for the first time, and adding that an 
emergency would not be the safest time to try the maneuvers that may be expected 
of the crews or the tugs.   
 
Morales said he understood the arguments, but for SERVS it is a case of looking at 
the difference between standard operations and response operations. He equated 
the situation to that of the USCG which goes out in extreme seas for rescue 
operations, but they do not train in those conditions. He noted that any emergency 
response is done in controlled conditions, so that personnel go through all the steps 
on how to deal with that emergency.  That way if anything goes wrong, the lessons 
learned are part of the training.    
  
Orson Smith suggested that while SERVS is investing in new simulator modeling that 
training on a simulator for those closure conditions could prepare the crews better 
to deal with that emergency when it occurs.  Morales said that was a good 
recommendation and SERVS will look at it.   
 
Miller said he was concerned about the February 2018 timetable for the new vessels 
and about them being approved in the c-plan amendment by July 2018 on vessels 
that do not even exist yet.  
 
Morales went on to outline some of the design features of the new vessels.  
 
Recess: 2:53 p.m. - 3:05 p.m. 
 
USCG MARINE SERVICES TRANSITION UPDATE 
CDR Lally updated the Board on the marine services transition from the Coast 
Guard’s perspective.  He stated that USCG Marine Safety Unit (MSU) Valdez, as the 
agency responsible for marine inspections for Prince William Sound, will inspect 
ECO’s vessels after they receive the ABS certification.  He reported that the USCG has 
representatives in the Alyeska Marine Services Participation Team meetings and 
personnel in Louisiana inspecting the vessels in the shipyards as they are being 
built, as well as meeting with ECO personnel.  He stated that the USCG units will also 
be working with the Marine Safety Center, the Office of Vessel Compliance, and the 
Office of Design and Engineering Standards.  He stated that the USCG National 
Maritime Center will deal with licensing of mariners. 
 
CDR Lally reviewed briefly the regulations under which the vessels are designed and 
are being built.  Once vessels are certified then they will come to Alaska and the 
local USCG unit will then take over. 
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ADEC MARINE SERVICES TRANSITION UPDATE 
ADEC’s Pete LaPella updated the Board on the marine services transition from 
ADEC’s perspective.  He reported that ADEC has weekly meetings with 
Alyeska/SERVS personnel on the transition process and is looking at how Alyeska is 
going to ensure that the new vessels will meet the specifications for Prince William 
Sound.  ADEC has similar questions as those voiced at this Board meeting about 
adequate training for the crews coming in.  He said that ADEC has not received any 
c-plan amendments to date. 
 
Thane Miller asked how ADEC will be able to determine that a c-plan amendment is 
sufficient for review when the amendments will need to be submitted in 
approximately the next month but the new vessels will not be available until 
February 2018.  LaPella stated that “sufficient for review” would be a determination 
on Alyeska’s initial overall c-plan amendment submittal, and because it has not yet 
been submitted he could not answer Miller’s question.  ADEC’s Graham Wood 
explained that a sufficiency determination is not a determination on which ADEC 
bases its approval; rather it is a determination that all the pieces of the permit are in 
the submittal enough to move forward.  Wood went on to say that ADEC could issue 
a sufficiency determination without the actual vessels but they would not issue an 
approval without having those vessels in hand.   
 
Miller noted that the new ECO vessels will become a key element to the c-plan 
amendment and asked whether ADEC had received the information it asked for in a 
February letter to Alyeska about the lack of model testing of the vessels and other 
issues.  LaPella stated that ADEC had not yet received a response from Alyeska to 
the February letter or received the information requested.  
 
Miller expressed concern that there is insufficient time for crews to adequately train 
between the proposed time frame from delivery of the vessels in February 2018 to 
the transition turnover in July 2018. Wood responded that ADEC shares the same 
concern. He also added that it will need to be proven that the vessels can do what 
they are required to do before the c-plan amendment is approved. 
 
Wood and LaPella answered questions from the Board on the c-plan amendment 
approval process.  
 
4-2 PWSRCAC MARINE SERVICES TRANSITION UPDATE 
PWSRCAC Project Managers Roy Robertson and Alan Sorum updated the Board on 
PWSRCAC’s involvement in the Alyeska/SERVS marine services transition.   
 
Robertson outlined the inflow and outflow of information through staff’s 
involvement in Alyeska’s Marine Services Participation Team.  Sorum is handling the 
contracts with the consultant contractors, and Robertson is the PWSRCAC 
representative on Alyeska’s Participation Team.    
 
Sorum outlined the contractors who have been hired to assist and advise staff on 
transition issues and gave a brief outline of the scope of work of each contractor. 
The contractors are:  Robert Allan, Ltd; Frosty Leonard of Little River Marine 
Consultants who hired Vince Mitchell and John Kotula; and Nuka Research & 
Planning, LLC. 
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Robertson went on to describe some of the discussions of PWSRCAC’s project team 
and some of the information that the team is reviewing. These include: 
 

• The required minimum capabilities that ECO must meet 
• Additional physical scale and computer modeling  
• Identification and schedule for demonstrations of capabilities 
• Oil spill prevention system escort tugs and crews 
• Oil spill response system: 

o Open water response barges 
o General purpose and escort tugs 
o Crews 

• Exercising in expected operational conditions 
o This is a topic not specific to Alyeska’s marine services transition 
o The target is the September Board meeting for a Board position or 

guidance 
o Exercising in expected operational conditions issues include: 

§ Safety 
§ Equipment capabilities 
§ Crew capabilities 
§ Environmental condition impacts 
§ Operational limits 

 
POVTS Committee member Steve Lewis suggested that Anil Mathur’s presentation 
on mindfulness might be a good tool to meld the new ECO crews on the new boats 
into the new conditions that Alaska presents to them. 
 
Robert Archibald commented that a crew needs to know the vessel they are working 
on before they go out and try to do something, especially in a difficult situation. 
 
(This was an information item.  No action was requested of the Board.) 
 
4-3 APPROVAL OF RESPONSE OPTIMIZATION ANALYSIS REPORT 
Project Manager Linda Swiss introduced Tim Robertson of Nuka Research & Planning 
Group, LLC, who presented a report for approval titled “Prince William Sound Oil 
Spill Recovery Optimization Analysis” dated November 2016.  As outlined in the 
briefing sheet (Item 4-3) PWSRCAC originally commissioned Nuka Research & 
Planning to conduct a response capacity analysis to illustrate the maximum 
potential oil recovery along the Prince William Sound shipping route, and to 
document how winds, waves, water temperature, or daylight/darkness impact 
recovery estimates.  After conducting a workshop to obtain input from industry and 
state and federal agencies, the study was amended to provide a response 
optimization analysis of individual recovery systems.  Nuka Research & Planning 
analyzed the potential options to increase oil recovery by optimizing both the open 
water and nearshore on-water recovery systems in Prince William Sound.  The report 
combines analyses of recovery systems and secondary storage.  
 
The question presented was: What is the optimal configuration of containment, 
skimming, and storage (preliminary and secondary) for nine Prince William Sound 
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recovery systems (three open water and six nearshore) over a five-day simulated 
spill response, assuming favorable weather conditions? 
 
Tim Robertson presented the analysis and report conclusions in depth.  The Board 
was asked to accept the final report as meeting the terms of the contract and scope 
of work for this project. 
 
Michael Vigil moved acceptance of the Nuka Research & Planning, LLC’s report 
entitled “Prince William Sound Oil Spill Recovery Optimization	Analysis,” dated 
November 2016 (as meeting the terms of the contract and scope of work).  Thane 
Miller seconded, and the motion passed without objection. 
 
Recess 
The meeting recessed for the day at 4:43 p.m. 
 
 
Friday, May 5, 2017 
 
CALL BACK TO ORDER 
President Bauer called the meeting back to order at 8:35 a.m. on May 5, 2017. A roll 
call was taken.  There were 15 directors present at the time of the call back to order 
(Archibald, Bauer, Beedle, Bender, Berns (via teleconference), Burch (via 
teleconference), Donaldson, Faulkner, Hasenbank, Malchoff, Miller, Moore, Smith, 
Totemoff, Vigil (via teleconference). Chartier joined the meeting approximately 8:50 
a.m.  

PRESIDENT’S REPORT TO THE BOARD  
President Bauer thanked the Board for being appointed to lead the Council for 
another year.  She said she was pleased to hear that the statue of pipeline 
construction workers was being moved from the VMT to the city of Valdez for the 
40th anniversary of TAPS.  She congratulated Alyeska on this milestone anniversary.  

2-1  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT TO THE BOARD  
A written Executive Director’s Report was in the meeting notebook as Item 2-1.  
Schantz highlighted some of the items in that report and updated others. 
 
She said that staff had been very busy with the Alaska Legislature in session and 
Council groups going to Juneau and Washington, D.C., the recertification of the 
Council, preparation of the budget and trying to close out projects for the year, and 
the marine services transition.  She said it was important to recognize the staff, 
Board and committee members for all the time they had put in this first quarter, and 
she said it was also important to hear all the viewpoints of everyone at these Board 
meetings, including the regulators and other ex officios. 
 
Moore thanked Schantz and the staff for the preparation that was done for those 
who went on the legislative trip to Juneau. 
 
Schantz recognized Thane Miller and Dorothy Moore for their 10-year anniversaries 
on the Board and the contribution of their many volunteer hours and efforts to the 
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organization.  As customary, each was presented with a commemorative clock 
recognizing their service. 
 
Schantz recognized CDR Lally and thanked him for working with the Council and for 
his commitment to Prince William Sound.  He thanked the Council for the 
recognition.  Schantz presented CDR Lally with an artist’s map of Prince William 
Sound as a farewell gift from the Council for his commitment and work with the 
organization. 
 
(Alisha Chartier joined the meeting at the beginning of the next agenda item – 16 
directors present.) 
 
2-2  FINANCIAL MANAGER’S REPORT TO THE BOARD  
Financial Manager Gregory Dixon presented a financial report to the Board. Current 
financial statements were in the meeting notebook under Tab 2.  Dixon reviewed the 
Statement of Financial Position as of 3/31/17, the Statement of Activities as of 
3/31/17, and the Budget Status Report (all of which were reviewed with Finance 
Committee a few weeks prior), showing the original budget and any modifications 
that have been made, along with actual expenses to date and contractual 
commitments.  He noted that the budget was on track.	 

(This was an information item.  No action was requested of the Board.) 
 
4-13 APPROVAL OF RESOLUTION REGARDING THE OIL SPILL LIABILITY TRUST 
FUND 
Director of Administration Walt Wrede introduced draft Resolution 17-01 sponsored 
by the Legislative Affairs Committee regarding the Oil Spill Liability Trust Fund 
(OSLTF) for discussion and approval by the Board.  As explained by Wrede, the 
issues addressed in the resolution of concern to PWSRCAC were discussed with 
Alaska’s congressional delegation in Washington, DC, when Council representatives 
met with the delegation earlier in the year. 
 
Wrede reviewed the history of the OSLTF and the per-barrel tax levied thereunder 
that will sunset in December 2017.  The draft resolution urges Congress to 
reauthorize the tax.  It also builds on the Council’s previous resolution of 2013 by 
including a new proposal for a ceiling and a floor for the per-barrel tax, i.e. when the 
ceiling is reached the tax is suspended; when it falls to the floor level the tax is 
automatically reinstated.  A copy of the draft resolution was included in the meeting 
notebook as an attachment to Item 4-13. 
 
PWSRCAC’s legislative monitor Roy Jones was on teleconference for this item and 
expounded on the issues. 
 
Al Burch moved to approve proposed Resolution 17-01.  Beedle seconded.   
 
Discussion followed. 
 
Orson Smith stated that he supported the resolution but suggested a grammatical 
reworking of the bottom paragraphs to make the “it” the subject of the “whereas” 
clause of each paragraph. 
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Dorothy Moore moved to amend the draft resolution as suggested by Smith.  
Archibald seconded.  It was agreed that the rewrite of the bottom paragraphs would 
be referred to staff.  The amendment passed. 
 
The motion to approve Resolution 17-01, as amended, passed without objection, 
as follows: 
 
 

Resolution 17-01 [as amended] 
 

A Resolution of the Board of Directors of the Prince William Sound 
Regional Citizens’ Advisory Council expressing its support for 

reauthorization of the Oil Spill Liability Trust Fund (OSLTF) excise 
tax, increased use of the OSLTF for spill prevention measures, and 

establishment of a fund balance ceiling and floor which 
automatically suspends and reinstates the excise tax to improve the 

long-term sustainability of the OSLTF.  
 

WHEREAS, the Prince William Sound Regional Citizens’ Advisory 
Council (Council) is an independent non-profit corporation created by 
the Oil Pollution Act of 1990 whose statutory and contractual mission is 
oil spill prevention and response and promoting environmentally safe 
operation of the Valdez Marine Terminal and the crude oil tankers 
calling there; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Council represents communities, commercial fishing, 
aquaculture, Alaska Native, recreation, tourism, and environmental 
organizations in the region adversely impacted by the 1989 Exxon 
Valdez oil spill; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Oil Spill Liability Trust Fund (OSLTF) was created by 
Congress in 1986 but Congress did not authorize use of the funds or 
collection of revenue to sustain the fund itself until passage of the Oil 
Pollution Act of 1990 after the grounding of the Exxon Valdez; and 
 
WHEREAS, the OSLTF is a crucial source of rapid response and oil 
recovery funding and it receives revenues from government 
appropriations, transfers, cost recovery, interest, penalties, and a 9 cent 
per barrel excise tax collected from the oil industry on petroleum 
produced or imported into the United States; and 
 
WHEREAS, the excise tax is the most significant, stable, and predictable 
revenue source for the OSLTF and pursuant to the Energy Improvement 
and Extension Act of 2008, is set to sunset in December of 2017; and 
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WHEREAS, sustainability and availability of this fund it is vitally 
important for Prince William Sound and for the entire nation in the 
event of another major oil spill that could cause devastating economic 
and environmental harm; and 
 
WHEREAS, reauthorization of the exercise tax before the end of 2017 is 
therefore essential; and 
 
WHEREAS, oil spill prevention has been demonstrated repeatedly to be 
vastly cheaper than oil spill response and cleanup; and 
 
WHEREAS, oil spill prevention activities are an authorized use of OSLTF 
funds but prevention activities funded to date have been limited to 
federal agencies and legislatively designated entities; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Council Board of Directors believes that additional use of 
the OSLTF for spill prevention activities would be both prudent planning 
and cost effective and that a set amount of the fund annually allocated 
to states with marine oil terminal and transportation infrastructure 
would be a wise use of such funding and could be provided for during 
the reauthorization of the excise tax; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Council Board of Directors believes that establishing a 
reasonable fund balance ceiling at which the excise tax is suspended 
temporarily, and a floor at which the tax is automatically reinstated, is a 
responsible approach to ensuring that the OSLTF is sustainable for the 
long term;   
 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Prince William Sound 
Regional Citizens’ Advisory Council hereby expresses its strong support for 
the following: 
 

1. Reauthorization of the Oil Spill Liability Trust Fund excise tax at the current 
rate of 9 cents per barrel; and 

2. Establishment of a reasonable OSLTF fund balance ceiling at which the 
excise tax is suspended temporarily, and a floor at which the tax is 
automatically reinstated, to ensure the long-term sustainability of the fund; 
and 

3. Establishment of a designated amount from the fund annually that could 
be used each year for oil spill prevention activities, aside from that 
allocated currently to federal agencies for operations and equipment, in the 
form of allocated grants to states with marine oil terminal and 
transportation facilities for prevention activities. 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Council Board of Directors 
strongly recommends that the Congress reauthorize the excise tax 
thereby ensuring the long-term sustainability and viability of the Oil 
Spill Liability Trust Fund in the interest of protecting the nation’s 
natural resources, economy, and national security. 
 
APPROVED by the Prince William Sound Regional Citizens’ Advisory 
Council Board of Directors this __ day of May, 2017. 

  
 

           
President     Secretary  

4-4 FEDERAL & STATE GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS UPDATE  
Roy Jones reported via teleconference on legislative issues in Washington, DC, of 
interest to the Council.  He reported that the six-person contingent from PWSRCAC 
who went to Washington, DC, in March worked very well.  He said the Alaska 
congressional representatives as well as other agency personnel were impressed 
with the background of those who represented PWSRCAC.   
 
He reported that the Vessel Incidental Discharge Act (the VIDA bill) was still pending 
and nothing was happening on it in either the House or the Senate.  He said there 
was still time to make tweaks to the bill.   
 
Jones said he was impressed with PWSRCAC’s approach in its dealing with issues 
and that it was very important that citizens’ groups take their issues to their 
delegation.  
 
In response to a question from Robert Beedle about whether OSLTF funds would 
come out of the USCG appropriation, Jones responded that if the legislation was 
crafted correctly it should be made clear that it does not come out of the USCG 
budget and he would make it clear that PWSRCAC would not support taking funds 
from the USCG budget.  
 
Wayne Donaldson asked if Resolution 17-01 would be shared with Governor Walker 
since the State of Alaska could be directly impacted.  Jones said he would urge that 
that be done and he would contact Craig Fleener in the Governor’s Office in that 
regard. 
 
Walt Wrede said that PWSRCAC would want to share it with the Governor’s Office 
and to also make it clear that PWSRCAC is looking for an amount in addition to 
those funds that are allocated to federal agencies.  He said that when legislation is 
crafted it will have to be very specific that it does not take funds from the federal 
agencies.   
 
Robert Archibald thanked Roy Jones and commended him for his assistance and 
guidance while the Council contingent was in DC. 
 



1-1 

Page 30 of 35 210.002.170504.MayMinutes 
 

Walt Wrede went on to deliver the Alaska Legislative update in lieu of Doug Mertz, 
the Council’s legislative monitor in Juneau, who was not able to attend the meeting. 
 
Wrede reported that the Legislative Affairs Committee (LAC) had two objectives this 
year for the Alaska legislative session.  One was a priority to introduce PWSRCAC 
representatives to new legislators, as there were several this session, and to educate 
them on the issues of concern to PWSRCAC.  The second priority was the aquatic 
invasive species bill which had been introduced by Rep. Paul Seaton in the previous 
legislature and which the Council supported.  This year, Wrede reported that Rep. 
Geran Tarr introduced an invasive species bill (HB 177) during this session, and he 
and Joe Banta had been able to assist her and her staff, and the Department of Fish 
and Game in drafting the bill.  He noted that it was currently stalled after making its 
way out the House Resources Committee, headed to Finance,  but he did not expect 
much more movement this year because the Legislature was focused on balancing 
the budget and a plan to fix Alaska’s fiscal problems.  Wrede noted that the bill as it 
stands does not do everything PWSRCAC would like it to do, and there may be 
opportunities for amendments next session.  He said the bill does give state 
agencies what they need to respond quickly if the need arises.  
 
Dorothy Moore said that LAC met with 29 out of 60 legislators and with 
representatives of the USCG.  Executive Director Schantz added that she met with 
the new admiral in Juneau, Admiral McAllister, and talked about recertification and 
the marine services transition.  Schantz said that LAC had also met with Governor 
Walker about invasive species, the spill prevention and response fund, and budget 
issues. 
 
(This was an information item.  No action was requested of the Board.) 
 
4-5 SUMMARY OF OIL SPILL SURROGATES PROJECT EFFORTS 
Jeremy Robida updated the Board on the oil spill surrogates project, the workgroup 
process, and the challenges associated with the project.  The final report was 
included in the meeting notebook as Attachment 4-5. The Executive Committee 
approved the final report on this project in March 1, 2017.  
 
Robida reported that the workgroup had concluded that a surrogate material could 
be of value for training, but it could not identify a state permitting pathway to allow 
its deployment, and therefore the group never got to the planned field deployment 
of surrogate material in September 2016.  One of the major obstacles was that the 
Council was not able to obtain liability insurance or offer assurance of responder 
immunity to the contractor expected to work the equipment during the deployment.  
The workgroup decided not to go through with the deployment so as not to risk 
violations of the Clean Water Act. 
 
Robida reported that there was still much interest in making the surrogate materials 
deployment happen, but the status going forward is to use target buoys.   
 
Patience Andersen Faulkner pointed out that simulated oils were being deployed for 
training in other parts of the world (e.g., Norway and France) and suggested that 
PWSRCAC explore whether there could be opportunities for training there.   
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(This was an information item.  No action was requested of the Board.) 
 
Recess:  10:12 a.m. - 10:27 a.m. 
 
4-6 POTENTIAL PLACES OF REFUGE FINAL REPORT 
Project Manager Alan Sorum briefed the Board on the final report of the Potential 
Places of Refuge (PPOR) project and asked for Board acceptance of the report as 
meeting the terms of the contract.  Sorum reported that the objective of this study 
was to analyze the maritime implications for TAPS tankers under distress anchoring 
in mid-Prince William Sound potential places of refuge.  Sorum noted that the waters 
of Prince William Sound are very deep, limiting the number and availability of safe 
anchorages for tankers.  
 
Anchoring locations for large tankers frequenting Prince William Sound require 
adequate water depth and maneuvering room, a suitable holding ground, and 
protection from inclement weather.  The report found that of the three places of 
refuge that were analyzed and modeled, all had significant problems and the report 
recommends that they not be used as a place of refuge for a stricken tanker.   
 
Donna Schantz noted that PWSRCAC plans to take the report to the Subarea 
Committee members and make sure they understand it, and she hoped that the 
report’s conclusions would prompt the Subarea Committee to clarify and perhaps 
amend the PPOR sites already approved in the Prince William Sound c-plan.  
 
The Board was asked to accept the final report on the project as meeting the terms 
of the contract.  The final report was included in the meeting notebook attached to 
briefing sheet 4-6. 
 
Michael Vigil moved to accept the	final report titled, Ship Simulation and Mariner 
Study of the Maritime Implications for Tank Vessels Utilizing Potential Places of 
Refuges, Mid-Prince William Sound, Alaska by Safeguard Marine, LLC.  Thane Miller 
seconded. 

Robert Archibald said there was good information and it was a great study, and 
good to consider the infrastructure before there is an actual incident. 
 
The motion passed without objection. 
 
4-7 APPROVAL OF MARINE INVASIVE SPECIES REPORT 
Project Manager Joe Banta presented for Board approval two reports by Danielle 
Verna on marine invasive species:   
 

• “Analysis of federal and state ballast water management policy as it concerns 
crude oil tankers engaged in coastwise trade to Alaska” and 
 

• “Status of international and domestic regulations on installation and use of 
ballast waste management systems.” 

 
The final reports were included in the meeting notebook as Attachments A and B to 
Item 4-7. 
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Joe Banta pointed out a footnote that should have been added on page 7 to the 
report titled “Status of international and domestic regulations on installation and use 
of ballast waste management systems” and read the added footnote, as follows: 
 

“The IMO viable/nonviable standard has been interpreted as an organism’s 
ability to reproduce following treatment, e.g., via the MPN method used in 
some ultraviolet light treatment systems. The USCG disagrees with this 
interpretation and believes it is too difficult to accurately determine viability. 
The USCG thus accepts a living/nonliving standard and testing protocols and 
rejects the MPN method.” 

Orson Smith commented that the reports were both good and informative reports. 
He pointed out that both reports were funded by PWSRCAC but there is no mention 
in either report of PWSRCAC.  He suggested for the future that reports paid for by 
PWSRCAC have a statement of how the report relates to PWSRCAC’s mission. 
 
Dorothy Moore moved to accept the final reports titled “Analysis of federal and 
state ballast water management policy as it concerns crude oil tankers engaged in 
coastwise trade to Alaska” and “Status of international and domestic regulations on 
installation and use of ballast waste management systems” by Danielle Verna, 
including a footnote added to page 7 of the second report, as follows: 

1	The	IMO	viable/nonviable	standard	has	been	interpreted	as	an	organism’s	ability	to	
reproduce	following	treatment,	e.g.,	via	the	MPN	method	used	in	some	ultraviolet	
light	treatment	systems.	The	USCG	disagrees	with	this	interpretation	and	believes	it	is	
too	difficult	to	accurately	determine	viability.	The	USCG	thus	accepts	a	
living/nonliving	standard	and	testing	protocols	and	rejects	the	MPN	method.	

Robert Archibald seconded and the motion passed without objection. 
 
4-8 APPROVAL OF PR BRANDING AUDIT REPORT 
Director of External Communications Brooke Taylor introduced the Public Relations 
Branding Audit report for Board approval.  She outlined that this was Phase 1 of a 
broader public relations and branding project, and the purpose of Phase I was to 
document PWSRCAC’s current situation around its public relations-branding, gauge 
the general public’s knowledge of PWSRCAC as an organization and in its 
communities, and to look at areas of improvement. Element Agency representatives 
Aimee Chauvot and David Taylor were present in person and on teleconference, 
respectively, for this presentation.  The report on this first phase of the project, 
titled “Branding Audit and Needs Assessment Report” was included in the meeting 
notebook as Attachment 4-8 to the briefing sheet. 
 
Chauvot gave an overview of the report on this first phase of the project. 
 
Board members expressed differing opinions on what kind of branding would be 
best for the organization or whether re-branding was warranted at all.  
 
President Bauer reminded everyone that the action requested at this time was for 
the Board to accept this report, and that the comments of the Board at this meeting, 
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as well as those at the previous day’s budget workshop, were heard by the IEC and 
would be considered before the second phase of the project is started. 
 
IEC Chair Cathy Hart assured that the IEC had heard the Board’s questions and 
concerns and would consider those comments going forward. She said one question 
she had heard was, “Who is the audience PWSRCAC is trying to reach? Is it 
government agencies, PWSRCAC’s stakeholders, or the general public, or all of them, 
and does the organization need different messaging strategies to reach those 
different segments?”  Hart assured the Board that the committee would look at all of 
this and come back to the Board with better answers to those questions. 
 
Thane Miller moved to approve the report titled “Brand Audit & Needs Assessment” 
for PWSRCAC by Element Agency (as meeting the terms of the contract.  Robert 
Archibald seconded. 
 
Patience Andersen Faulkner objected to “approving” the report rather than 
“accepting” it. 

The motion passed with one objection (Faulkner). 
 
For The Good Of The Order – Closing Comments Of Scott Hicks, Alyeska/SERVS 
Scott Hicks was given the floor to deliver his closing comments because he would 
have to leave the meeting before that item on the agenda.  Referring to some 
concerns raised earlier, he assured the Council that when Alyeska identifies critical 
activities for maintenance there is no problem getting adequate funding from the 
Owners to do the work.   
 
He also commented that when PWSRCAC is seeking information and asks generic or 
general questions, it is sometimes difficult for Alyeska to know what the question is.  
Hicks suggested that the questions be as specific as possible. He assured the Board 
that Alyeska is not trying to hide information; sometimes Alyeska simply does not 
have the information. 
 
Lunch Recess:  12:15 p.m. - 1:15 p.m. 
 
4-9 APPROVAL OF IRS FORM 990 
Financial Manager Gregory Dixon introduced the organization’s FY2016 IRS Form 
990 information return and asked the Board to authorize the Executive Director to 
sign and file it with the Internal Revenue Service on the organization’s behalf.  Dixon 
stated that the Finance Committee had met and had gone through the return in 
detail. He further explained that the figures on the return are from the financial 
statements, but in addition there is supplemental information about the Board of 
Directors, various policies of PWSRCAC, and various disclosures.  He said he wanted 
to make sure the Board was aware of the information before it is filed because it 
becomes public once it is filed. 
 
Dorothy Moore moved to authorize the Executive Director to sign the FY2016 IRS 
Form 990 on behalf of PWSRCAC and submit it to the Internal Revenue Service on or 
before May 15, 2017. Robert Archibald seconded, and the motion passed without 
objection. 
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4-10 FY2017 COMMUNITY OUTREACH UPDATE 
Outreach Coordinator Lisa Matlock briefed the Board on community outreach efforts 
for 2017. Matlock also reviewed all youth, web and social media outreach for the 
past year in her presentation. 
 
(This was an information item.  No action was requested of the Board.) 
 
4-11 ANNUAL BOARD REQUIRED DOCUMENTATION COMPLETION 
Gregory Dixon presented the annual required documentation for completion by each 
Board member: PWSRCAC’s Code of Conduct, a Statement of Residency, and a 
Conflict of Interest Disclosure and Transactions with Interested Parties form.   
 
There was no formal action requested of the Board, but after a brief explanation by 
Dixon of each form and its purpose, Board members were asked to complete the 
forms before leaving.  One correction was noted, the period referenced in the 
Conflict of Interest form should be changed from May 2016-June 2017 to May 2017-
May 2018. 
 
4-12 ANNUAL BOARD COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS 
The annual appointment to Board subcommittees was led by President Bauer.  The 
following directors volunteered to serve on each committee and were confirmed by 
acclamation. 
 
 FINANCE COMMITTEE: 
 Donaldson (Treasurer chair), Bauer, Faulkner, Totemoff. 
 
 LONG-RANGE PLANNING COMMITTEE 

Faulkner, Smith, Chartier, Miller, and the five chairs of PWSRCAC’s technical 
committees. 
 

 BOARD GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE 
 Moore, Faulkner, Bender, Hasenbank, Beedle. 
 
 LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 
 Moore, Archibald, Beedle, Miller, Burch, Haggerty. 
 
 
CONSIDERATION OF CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS 
 
3-6  APPROVAL OF ANNUAL PWSRCAC/ALYESKA CONTRACT COMPLIANCE 
VERIFICATION REPORT. 
Item 3-6 was pulled from the consent agenda the previous day by Michael Vigil for 
more explanation or discussion.   
 
Gregory Dixon explained that this verification report was required under the 2010 
Audit Settlement Agreement between PWSRCAC and Alyeska, as outlined in briefing 
sheet 3-6.  Annually, PWSRCAC’s Executive Director and Financial Manager are to 
review the organization’s compliance with the terms and conditions of the contract 
with Alyeska and report the results of this review to the PWSRCAC Board.   The 
verification report was an attachment to Item 3-6.  Dixon reported that the 
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accounting firm of BDO (PWSRCAC’s accountants) had also looked in more detail at 
travel expenses, lobbying expenses, and reporting of use of non-Alyeska funds.  BDO 
found no problems in the travel, the lobbying expenses, and the non-Alyeska funds 
were property reported. 
 
Dorothy Moore moved to accept the Annual PWSRCAC/Alyeska Contract 
Compliance Verification Report.  Al Burch seconded, and the motion passed 
without objection.  

CLOSING COMMENTS 
Directors were given the opportunity to make closing comments. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was 
adjourned at 2:30 p.m. on a motion made by Robert Beedle and seconded by Thane 
Miller and passed without objection. 
 
 
 
     
Secretary 


